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Rev. Ralph W. Sockman, D.D. 

Director 

The Hall of Fame for Great Americans 
830 Park Avenue 

New York 21, N.Y. 


Dear Dr, Sockman! 


At their latest ouarterly meeting (December 1%, 1962), the Boara 
of Directors of Clara Barton Chanter No. 1, American National Rea Croas, 
voted to present the name of Clara Barton for consideration by the 
Electoral College of the Hall of Fame for Great Americans. 


Understanding that the next election will be in 1965, we reovest 
that you file this nomination, to be voted on at that time. 


It seems almost suverfluous to list Miss Barton's qualifications 
for such recognition. In her own time she wae regarded not only as a 
great American but as a world personality whose encompassing love of 
humanity was limited by no national boundaries, 


In these current years of the Civil War Centennial, itis timely to 
recall that in that conflict, and throughout the postwar period, ehe was 
hailed as the Angel of the Battlefield." Indeed, the recent blogravhy 
by Ishbel Ross carries that title. To date, two memorials to her serv- 
ices in the early part of the war have been erected--one at Fairfax 
Station, Va., near the site of the Second Battle of Bull Run (Manaeeaa) 
the other on the battlefield of Antietam (Sharpsbure) in Merviane, They 
were provided, resnectively, by the Fairfax County (Va.) ana Washineton 
County (Ma,) Chapters of the American Reda Cross. In Richmond, at the 
Virginia Civil War Centennial Center, an exhibit concerned with Crars 
Barton s services on the state's battlefields has been viaced by the 
Henrico County and Richmond Chapters. ; 


In the years immediately after the war, Mies Barton eneared in two 
important projects. One, authorized by President Lincoln just before hig 
assassination, was a search for missing Union soldiers, esnecially vrison- 
ers of war. She knew, from experience, that this was urgently necessary. 
The other task was the identification and prover marking of 12,900 graves 


- men who had died in the Confederate prison stockade at Andersonville, 
De 


home for many years. In 1949, it was presented to the American Red Cross by her sons and daughter— 
Nicholas H. Noyes, Jansen Noyes, and Katherine F. Noyes. 


[ The Chapter House is a Memorial to Emma Hartman Noyes, a Charter Member of the Chapter. It was her | 
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Imvressive recognition of this latter service came in 1915 when the 
National Woman's Relief Corns (Auxiliary to the Grand Army of the Repub- 
lic) dedicated a monument to Clara Barton in the Andersonville Prison 
Park, by vermission of the War Devartment. We are informed that in 
1964-65 the Georgia Civil War Centennial Commission plans to focus 
attention on the Andersonville episode. 


Doubtless Miss Barton is best known as the founder of the American 
Red Cross. Yet at the time of the Civil War, she had never heard of the 
Red Cross. She learned about it in 1870 when she was in Switverlana 
for her health. Leaders of the International Committee asked her why 
the United States had never acceded to the Geneva Convention, on which 
the Red Cross was based. She was unable to reply. ‘Soon afterward, 
urged to engage actively in relief and rehabilitation work at the front 
in the Franco-Prussian War, she became an enthusiastic advocate of the 
Red Cross and promised that on returning home she would do all she covlé 
to vromote the Geneva Convention. 


Years of effort, discouragement, and frustration followed. At last, 
on May 21, 1881, the way ovened for Clara Barton to organize the American 
Association of the Red Cross in Washington. However, success was not 
complete until March, 1882, when the Convention was signed by Presi dent 
Arthur and ratified by the Senate. 


Besides organizing the central Read Cross society in 1881, Mies 
Barton later in that year aided three New York State communities to 
establish loca] societies. The first was in Daneville, whither Miag 
Barton had gone for her health in 1876, after returning from Europe, 
and where she maintained a home until 1886. (When the American Rea Crogg 
was reorganized, this society became a chapter, now known as Clara Barton 
Chapter No. 1.) The second and third societies in the state were orgran— 
ized shortly afterward in Rochester and Syracuse. A11 three engaged in 
relief for sufferers from disastrous forest fires in Michigan in the 
fall of 1881. Other local societies, in other states, followed. 


The veacetime function of the Red Croes in Aisasters was, in its 
practical application, distinctly American. It was Mies Barton who 
Yealized that, to gain popular support, the organization would have to 
expand beyond wartime service--at a time when it was sunvosed that the 
United Etates would never be involved in another war. As incorporated 
in general Red Cross policy, at a later date, the provision for such 
peacetime service became known as the American Amendment. 


During the twenty-three years that Mies Barton served as vresi dent 
of the American Red Cross, she personally supvervised relief work in many 
di sasters--and not only emergency relief but the rehabilitation of vic- 
tims on which she insisted and which has become an established feature 
of Red Cross disaster operations. 


In 1895, public sentiment in America was aroused by revorts of 
massacres perpetrated by the Turks in Armenia. Certain humanitarian 
leaders in the United States wanted the American Red Cross to act aa 
agent in disbursing funds for. the benefit of the Armenians who had 
escaped with their lives but were suffering. Just when the way seemed 
clear, and Miss Barton wags about to sail with a team, indireet word was 
received that the Red Cross would not be welcomed by the Turkish govern- 
ment. However, the Americans did not turn back. At Constantinovie, 
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Miss Barton's diplomatic skill and frank assurances of good will broke 
down barriers. Later the efficient work of men in the field, led by 
Dr, J. B. Hubbell, won high praise from the Turks. 


In the Spanish-American War, Miss Barton's Red Cross service in 
Cuba earned the thanks of President McKinley and of Congress. 


Clara Barton resigned as president of the American National Rea 
Cross in 1904. She died in 1912 at the age of ninety. 


Phographies, and histories of thé organization she founded, give 
details of a career which here is merely sketched in broad outline. 


The many decorations which Clara Barton received from foreien 
sovernments=--now preserved in the Library of Congress--are eloauent 
testimony to the esteem in which she wag held abroad. Her high place 
in the annals of the International Red Cross received recomnition at 
the 50th Anniversary dinner of the American Red Cross in 1931, in an 
address by the president of the International Committee, Judge Max Huber 
of Switzerland. 


Clara Barton Chapter submits that Americang, in electing this truly 
great woman to the Hall of Fame, would be honoring themselves and vaying 
a tribute to all that America stands for. 


On the attached sheets are excerpts from "Newevaner Tributes to 
Clara Barton as reprinted in Angel of the Battlefield, by Ishbel Ross; 
also a few significant comments by distinguished indviduvale. 





Sincerely yours, 


0 LF pul 


(Rev.VFr.) John C. O'Donnell 





i ore 


ec: Manager, Eastern Area 
American Red Cross 
Exec. Sec'y, Clara 
Barton Chapter 








NEWSPAPER TRIBUTES TO CLARA BARTON 


New York Times, Sentember 10, 1931: 


Clara Barton died nearly twenty years agfo0--two vears before the 
World War came--but she is among America's immortals. She owes that 
immortality to the endurine institution which she founded fifty vears 
ago. Ities hardly conceivabbe that the American Red Cross will not live 
as long as the Republic. It is essential in the life of a neonle eniov- 
ing individual liberty.... Thanks to her zeal and the ever-wi denine 
horizon which the guidance of other leaders and the service of hundreda 
of thousands in all varts of the world have been given the Red Croes, 
America now takes the lead in this movement of mercy. 


New York Sun, April 13, 1912: 


General Scott called Kearny the bravest man he ever knew; certainly 
Mies Barton was one of the bravest of women, and she deserved the laurel 
no less than the famous soldiers of the Civil War. But Clara Barton wae 
more than brave. She devoted her life to humanity. She was one of the 
most useful of women, self-sacrificing to a degree, generous to a fault. 
Health and fortune she devoted to her great cause; ... Into the anan of 
what other life have more mercy, tenderness and love entered? Ig it not 
the finest kind of glory that when the American Red Croes is seen or 
mentioned the name of Clara Barton comes to mind like 9 benediction? 


New York Post, Avril 13, 1912: 


Surely, in all fields relating to the humanitarian side of life, 
the nineteenth century vroduced no finer fircvres than Porence Nichtin- 
gale and Clara Barton. 


New York Globe, April 13, 1912: 


More justly than the man who first made the remark, Clara Barton 
could have said: "The world igs my country, and to do good my relicion.” 
Her religion ran to the whole of mankind. She was a true cosmopoli te, 
although in visible asvect seemingly a New Enrlend nrovincial. She not 
only preached but practiced the new internationalism. She revresented 
the spirit that knows not race, nor color, nor country, nor creed, nor 
sex, nor any other thing when the cry of human need is heard.... Wve 
the world enough Clara Bartons and the brotherhood of man will be 
ushered in. 


Brooklyn Standard-Union, Avril 13, 1912: 


The whole world today, to its remotest corner, is vayine reverence 
to Clara Barton.... When men went forth with banners to kill, Clara Bar- 
ton followed to undo their work under the Crogas.... Dovbtless, she must 
be classed ag a genius, for genius is the intuitive canacity for over- 
coming insuverable difficulties. 


Boston Transerint, April 12, 1912: 


In all wars and in all battlefields, wherever the Reda Cross may 
carry comfort and healing, it Will also carry the name of Clara Barton. 
Nor are wars to be the ultimate limit. Wherever calamity, vilague, 
famine, flood or fire are combatted there also will be felt the influence 
of this woman's immortal work....411 the great cisasters of the last 
twenty-five years are milestones in the life of this noble woman.... 








Newspaver Tributes to Clara Barton - 2 


Woreester Gazette, Avril Los 1912: 


The sign of the cross, in crimson red, had come nearer its true 
significance under her direction than it ever did before, whether by 
Constantine named or borne by Crusader bands in assaults uvon the 
Crescent. Thus far in the world's history, no other has come so near 
the Christ spirit in the union of all kindreds, tongeves and peovle in 
one universal bond of brotherhood as this mild-mannered, softly-spvoken 
Womane 


Richmond Journal, Avril 17, 1912: 


---- Clara Barton was a woman of large vision and great heart. She 
answered the call of the world for service in its broadest, truest 
sense and when the infirmities of age were upon her, and her ability to 
serve was restricted, she sent this message, which needs no comment ana 
no interpretation, to her soldiers. It says: 

,vnen you were weak and I was strong, I toiled for you. 

Now you are strong, and I am weak. Because of my work for you, 
I ask your aid. I ask the ballot for myself and my sex. As I stood by 
you, pray you stand by me and mine." 


Detroit_Free Press, April 15, 1912: 

She was perhaps the most verfect incarnation of merey the modern 
world has known. ‘he became the founder of the most significant and 
widespread philanthropic movement of the age, a movement that already 
hag become an intrinsic vart of world civilization. 


Albany Knickerbocker-Press, Avril 14, 1912: 


No nobler service than hers is recorded in history. 


COMMENTS BY DISTINGUISHED INDIVIDUALS 


Clara Barton has the brain of a statesman, the command of a general, 
and the heart and hand of a woman. 





Clara Barton is the greatest "man" in America. Where will you find 
aman to ecual her? 


(at the 50th Anniversary dinner of the American 





Clara Barton was in her own person and her owm life all thet the 
Red Cross has since become. 


Judge Max Huber, President, International Committee of the Red Croes (at 
the 50th Anniversary dinner of the American Red Crogs, in 1931): 


The letters she wrote to the International Committee give full evi- 
dence of the sacred zeal and the indomitable energy of this remarkable 
woman. 





